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Central Academy  

of  Technology & Arts        
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Volume 7 

October 3,  2019 

Issue 9 

Dear CATA Family, 

 Our Annual PTSO Invest in Excellence Campaign runs until October 4.  We are ask-

ing each family to donate $25 to our school. Last year, we raised nearly $20,000  for this 

annual campaign. We have projects in mind that will enhance our school. Please contin-

ue to support our PTSO Invest in Excellence campaign each year.  You can give through 

your child’s first period classes or online by clicking here.  Students, parents, and friends of 

CATA can give through first period classes.  The class with the most raised will win a prize. 

Our Invest  in Excellence Flyer is on the next page.  As of today our Invest total is $ 8,830.  

Change Day: Friday, 10/4 we will have a competition among first period classes to see 

which class can bring in the most change and win a catered breakfast.   

Important Information and Links 

 Homecoming 2019– Spirit Week is 10/14 to 10/19.  We will communicate more infor-

mation about our spirit days early next week.  The Homecoming Dance is Saturday, 

10/19 from 8-11 in the CATA Gym.   Tickets will be $15 per person or 2 for $25. If you are bringing a guest from another 

school, the guest forms are in the front office and must be returned by Wednesday, 10/16.   Tickets will be on sale 

online until Tuesday, October 15th and during lunches October 16th through October 18th.  

 Powder Puff—Students interested in signing up for the Powder Puff football games on 10/25, can pick up the required 

forms in the front office. The fee to play is  $20, and Spirit Leaders and Coaches are $10. This includes a T-shirt. Forms 

and payment are due in the Media Center on Thursday, 10/10 at 3:30 pm. Come out and support this fundraiser for 

Victory Junction, a camp for kids with chronic illnesses.   

 Baseball—There will be an interest meeting for anyone who wants to play baseball in the spring on Monday 10/7 @ 

4:15 pm in room 401.  

 The Union County College Fair will be held on Sunday, 10/6 from 2:00 to 4:00 at the Union County Ag. Center   

 Please relink your  HT VIC cards (3612) to the CATA PTSO and do not forget about signing up for Amazon Smile.   

 Yearbooks are $75.00 until 11/30 when the price increases to $85.00. Send check or cash to Ms. Christensen in The 

Den or order online at yearbookforever.com (search for CATA).   

 Career and College Promise Spring Registration—Spring registration at SPCC for CCP students will begin on 10/7 at 

8:00 a.m. This year, the requirements for registration have changed.  Information on how to register is in this edition.   

 Senior Shirts, Signs, & Passes: Attention Seniors, senior shirts and signs are in and are available in The Den. Please 

come pick yours up as soon as possible.  

 Cougar Athletic Passes are on sale: Students - $25 & Adults - $50.  Passes are good for admission to ALL regular season 

HOME games for the entire year and can be purchased in the main office, at home athletic events, or by clicking 

here.  

 CATA Cougar Spirit Wear is now on sale at selected home athletic events; click here to purchase online when availa-

ble.  Please call or text Mickie Carter at 980-257-4174 with questions.   

 Blue Crew student section shirts are available for purchase online and in the front office.  Shirts are $12; click here to 

buy a shirt.   

 UCPS Student Code of Conduct Policy at this link   Attendance procedures and new attendance policy: Click here.   

Please take time to read over this newsletter. The Cougar Chronicle, in addition to our website, will be the main form of 

communication from school to home. At CATA we will continue to work toward Leading the Way so that your child can 

lead the way in the future!    Go Cougars! Ms. Merritt  

 

Link to CATA  

Social Media Sites 

Click the Crest  

https://www.instagram.com/catacougars/
https://www.facebook.com/CentralAcademyCATA
https://twitter.com/cata_monroe
https://www.cataptso.org/
https://osp.osmsinc.com/UnionNC/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=BH006
https://yearbookforever.com/
https://osp.osmsinc.com/UnionNC/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=BH006
https://sites.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/cata-band/spirit-wear
https://osp.osmsinc.com/UnionNC/BVModules/CategoryTemplates/Detailed%20List%20with%20Properties/Category.aspx?categoryid=BH006
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/120/High%20School%20English%20Handbook%2019-20.pdf
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/10/Attendance%20Facts%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/1905/Social Media.pdf
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Friday October 4—Invest In Excellence Change Day; Elon University Visit; Maker Club, Rm. 612. 3:45; 

FCA Meeting, Rm. 403, 8:00 AM 

Saturday, October 5—Band Competition Forest View High Gastonia  

Monday, October 7— Furman Visit ; PTSO Meeting, Media Conference, 5:30 PM ; Science Olympiad, 

Rm. 605, 3:30; Knitting for Good, Rm. 617, 3:30; Yearbook Club, Rm. 102, 3:30; Fashion Club, Rm. 616, 

3:40  

Tuesday, October 8—Half Day for Students– 8:50 AM to 12:30 PM; End of first grading period; Fall 

Choir Concert, Theatre, 7 PM; Shooting Sports Mtg, Rm. 102, 3:30   

Wednesday, October 9—NO SCHOOL, Teacher Workday  

Thursday, October 10— Presbyterian College Visit; Speech & Debate, Rm. 617, 3:30; YCI Club Mtg. 

Rm. 605, 8:00 AM  

Friday October 11—Maker Club, Rm. 612. 3:45; FCA Meeting, Rm. 403, 8:00 AM 

Saturday, October 12—UNC Visit, Maker Club, Rm. 612. 3:45; FCA Meeting, Rm. 403, 8:00 AM 

Upcoming Events– October    

Until 10/4— PTSO Invest in Excellence 

10/7 until 10/10— Canine Club Fundraiser  

10/14 to 10/19— Homecoming Week 

10/14 to 10/28-  PA Poinsettia Sale 

10/15— University of Alabama Visit  

10/16— Report Cards  

10/16— PSAT All 10th and some 11th  

10/16— Wofford College Visit  

10/17— Gardner-Webb Visit  

10.18— Pep Rally, 4th period 

10/19— Homecoming Dance, Gym, 8-11 

10/21 to 10/25—College Application Week  

10/21 to 10/25— Culture of Respect Week  

10/22— FAFSA Night,  6:30, Theatre  

10/23—UNCG Visit  

10/23—Site Based Committee 3:45, Media Conf.  

Student Life 

Many of our student life organizations are listed on our website.  Click here.  

 This year the Travel Club is exploring Scotland, England and France during 2020 Spring Break. 

There is still room available to sign up. See Mrs. Pentecost for more information. For those al-

ready signed up, mark your calendar for our monthly meetings to prepare for the adventure. 

We will meet the 3rd Thursday of each month.  
 Do you want to develop and build projects? Do you want to learn skills such as soldering, machining, 

electronics, 3D printing, and more? Join the new Maker Club! The club meets every Friday in room 612, 

from 3:35 PM to 5:00 PM. Those who join this club will get the opportunity to work in the engineering met-

als lab, create and build projects, and develop STEM skills. Everyone is welcome, no matter the academy 

or skill level. We need diverse talent. So, if you are interested, all you have to do is show up on a Friday at 

3:35 in room 612. We’ll show you from there!  

 

  Around CATA 

10/25—Underclassmen Make-up Photos  

10/25— Student Council Retreat, 3:30  

10/25— Powder Puff Games, 6:00, WB Stadium 

10/25—Canine Club Moe’s Night  

10/26—Band at Pirate Cove Classic 

10/28— Winter Sports Parent Night  

10/30—First Day of Winter Sports 

10/30— PreACT (All 10th graders) 

10/30—Guilford College Visit  

10/31—Julliard Visit  

10/31—Annual Trunk or Treat , 4:30 to 6:30 

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/2331


Central Academy of Technology and Arts  3 

 

 

Invest in Excellence 



Central Academy of Technology and Arts  4 

 

If you have questions about athletics or want to volunteer to help with athletics, please send an 

email to Athletic Director, Coach Jay Niessner.   Make sure to follow all of CATA’s athletic teams on 

Twitter: @CATA_Athletics   

Last Week’s Results: 

JV Football – Loss vs. Mountain Island Charter 

Volleyball – Lost vs. Anson, Win vs. Forest Hills, Loss vs. Mont-

gomery Central 

Men’s Soccer – Win vs. Anson, Loss vs. Forest Hills  

Women’s Tennis – Win vs. Forest Hills, Win vs. Forest Hills 

Cross Country – Men & women placed 2nd at RRC meet host-

ed by CATA 
Upcoming Events: 

Saturday, October 5th: 

AWAY – Cross Country – Wendy’s Invite – 8:00 am – McAlpine 

Park 

Monday, October 7th: 

HOME – Volleyball vs. West Stanly – 4:30/6:00 pm 

AWAY – Soccer vs. Montgomery Central @ West Montgomery 

High – 4:30/6:00 pm 

Wednesday, October 9th: 

Teacher Workday – No Athletic Events 

Thursday, October 10th: 

AWAY – Volleyball vs. Anson – 4:30/6:00 pm 

HOME – Tennis – Rocky River Conference Tournament – 10:00 am 

AWAY – JV Soccer – Corvian Community School – 4:00 pm 

Friday, October 11th: 

HOME – Volleyball vs. Union Academy – 4:00/5:30 pm 

HOME – Soccer vs. Union Academy – 5:30 pm  
News & Information: 

Season Passes are on sale online: Students - $25.00, Adults - $50.00 Good for admission to ALL regular 

season HOME games 

Baseball Interest Meeting – Monday 10/7 after school – 4:15 pm – Room 

401 

Winter Sports: 

Monday, October 28th – Winter Sports Mandatory Parent Night – 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, October 30th – 1st Day of Winter Sports 

Wednesday, November 13th – Winter Sports Pictures – After School – Gym 
Fall Sports Coaches Contact Information: 

Cheerleading - Ashley Lawson – Ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Cross Country - Kim Inuwa – kimberly.inuwa@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Football – Drew Hackett – drew.hackett@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Men’s Soccer - Jay Niessner – jay.niessner@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Volleyball - Stephanie Peacock – Stephanie.peacock@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Women’s Golf - Nelson Rowell – nelson.rowell@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Women’s Tennis - Terry Lewis – soldbyterrylewis@gmail.com  

 

 

Cougar Athletics 

Winter Sports Coaches Contact s 

Cheerleading – Ashley Lawson –  

Ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Indoor Track & Field – Kim Inuwa –  

kimberly.inuwa@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Women’s Basketball – Kevin Allran –  

kevin.allran@ucps.k12.nc.us  

Men’s Basketball – Sam Smithson –  

Samuel.smithson@ucps.k12.nc.us 

Swimming – Sally Goodwin –  

sarah.goodwin@ucps.k12.nc.us   

Wrestling – Mike Jacobus – 

mike.jacobus@ucps.k12.nc.us  

mailto:jay.niessner@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:kimberly.inuwa@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:drew.hackett@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:jay.niessner@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Stephanie.peacock@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:nelson.rowell@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:soldbyterrylewis@gmail.com
mailto:Ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:kimberly.inuwa@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:kevin.allran@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:Samuel.smithson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:sarah.goodwin@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:mike.jacobus@ucps.k12.nc.us
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Attention Seniors Class of 2020 Information Coming this Fall  

Graduation is on Thursday, June 11, 2020 at 1:00 PM at the 

Winthrop Coliseum in Rock Hill, SC 

 

How to sign up for College Visits Click Here  
Dates for College Visits are posted in this Newsletter on the Around CATA Page 

 
PSAT: ALL sophomores will be taking the PSAT and the juniors who earned 90% on the one they took 

when they were 10th graders.  The date of the PSAT is 10/16.   

ACT—All juniors will be taking the ACT on 2/25, a college entrance exam.  In order to best 

prepare all juniors will work on ACT preparation during Cougar Time two times per week.   

Attention All Juniors!! Governor’s School information and applications are available RIGHT NOW!!  

Governor’s school is a prestigious summer program for gifted and talented high school students. It is 

the oldest statewide summer residential program for gifted and talented high school students in the 

nation!!! For an application and more information, please see Ms. Goodwin in Guidance!!  

Attention 10th Graders - The representative from The North Carolina School of Science and Math will 

be at CATA on Tuesday, October 15th at 1:00 pm. If you are interested please see Ms. Tweed in the 

Guidance Office to sign up. If you have questions please see your assigned counselor.  
Scholarship Spotlight– Click HERE for more scholarships 

 

 

 

 

Counseling Twitter @CATA_Counseling 

Counseling Instagram @CATA.counseling  

College and Career Corner 
Class Information from the Guidance Counselors 

CATA Guidance Department 
A high school guidance department can 

help your student with a LOT during high 

school—counseling during a problem/or 

stress, college planning, career/college 

questions, interview skills, problem solving 

with classes/teachers,  friendship/social is-

sues.  Counselors also help with scheduling 

and what courses to take.  Counselors are 

available to answer parent questions as well.  

Please see the list of counselors by acade-

my: 

Ashley Lawson: Medical Science, Transportation 

& Guidance Department Chairperson 
Ashley Cole : Pre-Engineering and Performing 

Arts (theatre & dance)  

Sarah Goodwin: Information Systems 

(Cybersecurity, Computer Engineering, Software 

& Game Design) and Music Production & Re-

cording Arts.  

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/5455
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/Page/4530
mailto:ashley.lawson@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:ashley.cole@ucps.k12.nc.us
mailto:sarah.goodwin@ucps.k12.nc.us
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Career and College Promise– Spring  

Click the Form Below to Register 
 

http://bit.ly/CCPSpr2020
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Union County College Fair  

 
Click on the Flyer for More Information  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/union-county-college-fair-tickets-59926941094
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2019-2020 Yearbooks  
Yearbooks are $75.00 until November 30th when the price increases to $85.00. Send check or cash to Ms. 

Christensen in The Den or order online at yearbookforever.com (search for CATA). 

 

Senior tributes are now on sale.  

Full page $295         maximum of 9 pictures 

½ page $195             maximum of 6 pictures               *make checks payable to CATA* 

¼ page $100             maximum of 3 pictures        or order online at https://yearbookforever.com/ 

1/8 page $65             maximum of 1 picture 

 

We cannot guarantee a spot after the September 30th deadline as the placement of pages will be set for 

the book and cannot be changed. 

All photos and the message must be received by October 31st to pro-

vide enough time to create the tributes and meet our deadlines.  

 

Parking Passes  
 ALL past due student fees must be paid before you are permitted to purchase a parking pass—

this includes the 2016-2017 AND 2017-2018 technology fees, media center fees, cafeteria,  and 

any fees owed to CATA.   

 ALL Students, MUST print and bring ALL required documents with you along with the cash (exact 

amount) or check for $40 made payable to Central Academy of Technology & Arts. Any incom-

plete application packets will delay the process and you canNOT reserve your parking spot until 

all documents and check are turned in. Please make sure to have your parent 

sign the registration forms.  They are available on the CATA website under 

“Students”. Click here for the link. 

 All remaining sports will be sold in number order.    

 If you pay with cash, you MUST have exact change.  

Parking passes are not guaranteed available throughout the school year.  Once 

we sell out we will start a waiting list.  Students obtaining their license during the 

school year are not guaranteed a  spot, and may have to wait until the following year to drive.  We 

will have a waitlist for those students bringing in all appropriate documentation.   

Yearbooks, Spirt Wear  

& Parking Passes  

 

CATA COUGAR SPIRIT WEAR 
CATA Spirit Wear will be on sale online. 

 Our Band Boosters sell Cougar Spirit Wear!  
Click here to purchase online.   

Please call or text Mickie Carter at 980-257-4174 

https://yearbookforever.com/
https://yearbookforever.com/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/domain/1852
https://sites.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/cata-band/spirit-wear
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Senior Yearbook Tributes &  

Media Center News    

Den Digest  
 

 

Need a library card? Go to this site to sign up for one: 

https://union.tlcdelivers.com:8486/onlineBorrowerRegistration.html.  

 Hispanic Heritage Month—https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/  

High School Battle of the Books (HS BOB) 

There was enough interest to start at Battle of the Books group. More  

communication will be sent to the group soon.  

HS Bob list—https://ncslma.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/2019-2020%20HBOB%20List.pdf 

Need help with research? Learn how to search the many databases available to students. Stop by 

The Den today to get help.  

New books this month—Symptoms of a heartbreak by Sona Charaipotra , Sprawlball : a visual tour 

of the new era of the NBA by Kirk Patrick Goldsberry, In Waves, by A.J. Dungo, and Five Midnights by 

Ann Dávila  

Cardinal . 

Stop by The Den today! We are your go-to place for checking out books, magazines, a quiet place 

to read, supplies to work on projects in our space, and help with research/citing sources.  

Visit our website for many resources: https://sites.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/cata-media-

center/ 

Senior Parents—Last Chance to  

Reserve Space for a Senior Trib-

ute!  
The deadline to place and pay for a senior tribute is Mon-

day,  

September 30th. Mrs. Pentecost will design all the senior 

tributes. Reserve your senior tribute space in the yearbook 

by returning the form posted on the CATA homepage with 

your payment. You can also order online at yearbookforever.com (search for CATA). Photos and 

your message are due by Thursday, October 31st. We cannot guarantee space for tributes after 

the September 30th deadline because after our first deadline our pages are set. If you have any 

https://union.tlcdelivers.com:8486/onlineBorrowerRegistration.html
https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/
https://ncslma.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/2019-2020%20HBOB%20List.pdf
https://sites.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/cata-media-center/
https://sites.google.com/a/ucps.k12.nc.us/cata-media-center/
https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/10/SeniorTributeOrderForm.pdf
https://yearbookforever.com/
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Performing Arts Events & Information   

Click here to see the Performing Arts Committee of the PTSO's Information on: 

 The new Performing Arts Website 

 Season Tickets 

 Performing Arts Giving Plans 

 Performing Arts Volunteer Needs  

 

New Performing Arts Committee of the PTSO Website  

https://cataperformingarts.org/  
The International Thespian Society meets every first Thursday of the month at 3:40 in Rm. 

616.  Please see Ms. Casey, Mrs. Starkey, or Mr. Stiver for more information.  ITS is an Honors 

Society focused on performing arts including signing, acting, dancing, and technical the-

atre.  All Academies are Welcome!  

 

Juilliard Visit at CATA: Students must sign up in Naviance. Non-Performing Arts students in-

terested in attending must speak with Ms. 

Cole in the Guidance Department  be-

fore they sign up.   

 

Building Sets and NCTC:  

Not only do our  Perform-

ing Arts Theatre Students 

Act, but they TECH! Stu-

dents are currently build-

ing sets for our two North 

Carolina Theater Confer-

ence Competition 

(NCTC) plays.  Our stu-

dents will perform two 

plays in an upcoming re-

gional competition The 

Great Gatsby and Au-

gust Osage County.  The 

students will act a 45 mi-

nute scene from the play 

and be adjudicated with 

a chance to move on to 

the NCTC state competition.   

https://www.ucps.k12.nc.us/cms/lib/NC01910453/Centricity/Domain/1852/Performing%20Arts%20Parent%20Information.pdf
https://cataperformingarts.org/
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Cougar Pride  - Way to go!!! 
 

Congratulations to 338 of our current tenth to 

twelfth graders who earned an Academic Bar or 

Letter from the Spring of 2019.  We honored these 

students with a Bojangles Breakfast this past 

week! Students were listed in the past two Cou-

gar Chronicles!   

This week we saw our Transportation Systems Students at work on various projects from 

collision repair to automotive service.  Our Pre-Engineering students in Mr. Humphries CTE 

Special Studies class have worked hard, along with our teacher to create a meaningful 

work space in our metals lab.   

 

 

Academy Page 

Information Systems, Medical Science 

 Pre-Engineering,  

Transportation Systems  


